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LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY selects  
about 100 talented young musicians,  
conductors, and composers from all around 
the world every year and invites them to 
Lucerne to dedicate themselves to a  
repertoire that is becoming increasingly 
important for the continuation of classical 
music from the 20th and 21st centuries. 



Dear Music Lovers,  
The upcoming gala fundraising is being held in honor of 
Christina Wettergren, a member of the Vontobel Family. For 
many years, Vontobel has been one of LUCERNE FESTIVAL’s 
most generous sponsors and, since 2014, has taken on the role 
of Lead Sponsor for the annual gala event held by the American 
Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL. We are grateful to the company 
and family for their commitment to the further development  
of the Festival and of the American Friends. 

There are only 75 professional orchestras in the USA, each offering 
full-time jobs to as many as 90 to 100 musicians. Normally, an 
orchestra can hire a maximum of 2 to 4 musicians annually. There are 
about 20,000 music graduates hoping to be engaged by an orchestra 
every year. This lack of opportunity in the USA presents a huge 
challenge. So how do these musicians develop their careers?

The LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY is aimed at musicians who are 
open-minded and enjoy engaging with unconventional topics.  
They need to find a way to survive in this challenging market and to 
develop their careers. We would be delighted to have you join us for 
this exclusive evening and welcome your participation at our gala 
fundraising event,  whether you choose individual seating or a table. 
It is indeed thanks to your support that we will be able to provide the 
financial assistance to enable exceptionally talented young 
musicians from the USA to attend the world-renowned LUCERNE 
FESTIVAL ACADEMY in the summer of 2019.

The American Friends 
of LUCERNE FESTIVAL 

are proud to support 
the LUCERNE FESTIVAL 

ACADEMY, which 
consists of up to 

40-50% graduates 
from the leading 

conservatories in the 
United States.

Dr. iur. Hubert Achermann
Chairman of the Board 
LUCERNE FESTIVAL and Foundation 
Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL

Valentina Rota
Director of Development 
American Friends of LUCERNE  
FESTIVAL

Alan B. Vickery
Chairman of the Board  
American Friends of LUCERNE 
FESTIVAL

Michael Haefliger
Executive and Artistic Director
LUCERNE FESTIVAL



The LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY 
ORCHESTRA playing contemporary 

music at the 2018 Summer Festival 
© Priska Ketterer / LUCERNE FESTIVAL 



Committed to the Future  
of Talented Students 
The American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL is a non-profit 
organization, founded in 2002 in New York. Their mission  
is to enable highly talented American music students from 
the most acclaimed conservatories in the USA to attend the 
LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY.

The Orchestra of the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY performs its 
programs during the Summer Festival, and the Alumni of the 
LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY tour with their own programs in 
Europe and the United States. 

LUCERNE FESTIVAL absorbs all costs of the LUCERNE FESTIVAL 
ACADEMY; therefore no tuition fees are required from the invited 
participants. The overall costs for the participating students  
from the United States in 2018 amounted to $ 705,000.  
The total costs per each participating young musician from  
the United States per year amount to a maximum of $15,000. 

Board of Directors of the American Friends  
of LUCERNE FESTIVAL 
Alan B. Vickery, Chairman |   
Richard Matlaga, Treasurer and Secretary |   
Dr. iur. Hubert Achermann | Stanley Bergman |  
Yefim Bronfman | Michael Haefliger 

Valentina Rota, Director of Development

The American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL is a 501(c)(3) charitable 
organization, and your donation is tax deductible.

Checks should be made payable to American Friends of LUCERNE 
FESTIVAL: American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL |  
P.O. Box 326 | Chatham, NJ 07928 | United States of America

Through last year’s 
Gala Fundraising  

Event and the yearly 
membership revenues 

of the American 
Friends, enough 

donations were raised 
to allow 19 out of 47  

U.S. students to attend 
the LUCERNE FESTIVAL 

ACADEMY in 2018

THE AMERICAN FRIENDS OF LUCERNE FESTIVAL



lucernefestival.ch

For more information please contact
Valentina Rota
Director of Development 
American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL
P.O. Box 326
Chatham, NJ 07928 
United States of America
E-mail v.rota@lucernefestival.ch  
or aflf@lucernefestival.ch

Executive Director 
Foundation Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL 
c/o LUCERNE FESTIVAL
Hirschmattstrasse 13
P.O. | 6002 Lucerne
Switzerland
E-mail v.rota@lucernefestival.ch
Phone +41 41 226 44 52  

Follow LUCERNE FESTIVAL 

Member of



Emanuel Ax is a member of the 
American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences and holds honorary
doctorates from Yale University 
and Columbia University. 
© Fadi Kheir / LUCERNE FESTIVAL 

Our acclaimed and successful  
Alumnus of the LUCERNE FESTIVAL 

ACADEMY, the cellist and former  
Festival “artiste étoile” Jay Campbell. 

© Fadi Kheir/LUCERNE FESTIVAL 



From Famous Orchestras to Legendary
Conductors and Virtuoso Soloists  

LUCERNE FESTIVAL is one of the most prestigious festivals 
worldwide – and has been so for 81 years. 

The Summer Festival is the largest of the three annual festivals: in 
just four weeks you can experience more than 100 events, among 
them some 30 symphony concerts. Every year since 2003 it has been 
launched by the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA, which Claudio 
Abbado founded in 2003. Starting in the summer of 2016, Riccardo 
Chailly began helming this splendid ensemble comprising interna-
tionally acclaimed soloists, chamber musicians, teachers, and 
members of the Mahler Chamber Orchestra. With the LUCERNE 
FESTIVAL ACADEMY, which was founded in 2004 by Pierre 
Boulez and Michael Haefliger, the Festival includes its own 
master school for new music. Other events at the Festival involve 
one or two composers-in-residence and “artistes étoiles” who 
present their work in a variety of contexts. Each summer is devoted 
to a specific theme that governs the choice of works that are 
programmed. 

Established in 1988, the Easter Festival takes place each spring  
two weeks before Easter and runs through Palm Sunday, with a 
special focus given to sacred music. The youngest of the three 
festivals, the Piano Festival, has been taking place every year in 
November since 1998. Celebrated keyboard virtuosos and emerging 
stars come to Lucerne for nine days to perform recitals, symphonic 
concerts featuring the piano, and chamber music. The Piano 
Off-Stage Festival complements the classical programming with 
lingering nights of jazz in Lucerne’s finest bars. 

INTRODUCING LUCERNE FESTIVAL

Three times per year, 
stars of classical music
from around the world 

meet on the shores  
of idyllic Lake Lucerne, 

in the very heart of 
Switzerland, and 

together they celebrate 
music: from famous 

orchestras and 
legendary conductors

to virtuoso soloists.



An Internationally  
Unique Campus for New Music 
In 2004, the French composer and conductor Pierre Boulez 
together with Festival Executive and Artistic Director Michael 
Haefliger founded the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY, thus 
providing a campus for contemporary music. 

Every summer, about 100 talented young musicians, conductors,  
and composers from all around the world are selected and invited to 
Lucerne in Switzerland to dedicate themselves to a repertoire that is 
becoming increasingly important for the preservation and continua-
tion of classical music: the music of the 20th and 21st centuries.

Over a three-week period, they immerse themselves in selected  
key works of new music in daily rehearsals, workshops, and lessons  
with internationally renowned conductors and artists such as  
Alan Gilbert, Heinz Holliger, Patricia Kopatchinskaja, Anne-Sophie 
Mutter, and Sir Simon Rattle. The Orchestra of the LUCERNE 
FESTIVAL ACADEMY performs its programs during the Summer 
Festival, and the Alumni of the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY  
tour with their own programs in Europe and the United States.

THE LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY

In 2016, the German 
composer Wolfgang 
Rihm was appointed  

Artistic Director of the 
LUCERNE FESTIVAL 

ACADEMY.

An impression of the  
annual concert of the  

LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY. 
© Fadi Kheir/LUCERNE FESTIVAL 



A Modular Global Network
of First-Rate Young Musicians 
Since 2004, Lucerne Festival has been investing in the  
development of this unique network within the framework  
of the Academy. Its members are in close contact inter- 
nationally with leading composers, conductors, and  
performance venues. As a production and communication 
partner, the renowned Lucerne Festival ensures a high level  
of quality and continuity. 

Freed from institutional constraints, the Alumni represent the  
new type of musician for the 21st century: versatile, flexible, open. 
The network holds potential for artistic and cultural innovation, 
questioning and transcending traditional genre boundaries.  
As a result of the constant influx of new musicians from the  
Lucerne Festival Academy, the network is marked by a continual 
generational shift.  

A total of 36 concerts has been performed to date in such major 
cities as New York, Beijing, Tokyo, Berlin, Paris, and London.  
Event organizers and artists maintain contact with the network as  
a preferred collective for co-productions. Whether in the interme-
diate- or long-term, the members of our network will be represented 
in leading positions at influential cultural institutions worldwide.

We are very proud of our celebrated and successful Alumni of the 
LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY, including the cellist and former 
Festival “artiste étoile” Jay Campbell and the other members of  
the JACK Quartet, the conductors Pablo Heras-Casado and 
Kevin John Edusei, the composers Dai Fujikura and Christian 
Mason, and many more. 

LUCERNE FESTIVAL absorbs all costs of the LUCERNE FESTIVAL 
ACADEMY; therefore no tuition fees are required from the invited 
participants.

THE LUCERNE FESTIVAL ALUMNI

Since 2013, the Alumni 
Network, which 

comprises more than 
1,200 musicians, has 

been inspiring 
audiences through the 

excellent projects  
it presents under  

the auspices of  
Lucerne Festival.



Introducing the exceptionally talented young musicians from the U.S. who have been supported by 
the American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL: All of these students were all selected from a large pool 
of applicants. You will have an opportunity to meet and speak with all of them in person at the event.  
The biographies of our students can be found here: lucernefestival.ch/en/partners-and-friends/american-friends 

ELIJAH SPIES    
Viola

MARIEL ROBERTS    
Cello

SAEROM KIM   
Clarinet

CARRIE FREY   
Viola

DAVID FULMER   
Composer and Conductor

AUSTIN  
LEWELLEN   
Double Bass

AUSTIN WULLIMAN
Violin (JACK Quartet)

BRAD BALLETT   
Bassoon

JOHN  
PICKFORD  
RICHARDS   
Viola (JACK Quartet)

SAE HASHIMOTO   
Percussion

JAEHYUCK  
CHOI   

Composer and  
Conductor 

ISSEI HERR   
Cello

CHRISTOPHER 
OTTO   
 Violin (JACK Quartet)

JAY CAMPBELL   
Cello (JACK Quartet)

”artiste étoile“ at  
LUCERNE FESTIVAL  

2017

MARINA 
KIFFERSTEIN   

Violin

MICHELLE ROSS   
Violin

XINOU WEI 
Violin


