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Wolfgang Rihm and
Matthias Pintscher with the  
Orchestra of the LUCERNE  
FESTIVAL ACADEMY
©Priska Ketterer / LUCERNE FESTIVAL

Gala Fundraising Event for the  
American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL
Honoring Walter B. Kielholz

Please Save the Date
Tuesday, May 23, 2017

The Morgan Library & Museum 
225 Madison Ave, New York City

Cocktails, Dinner, and Private Concert  
with Alumni of the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY
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It is the mission of the American Friends  
of LUCERNE FESTIVAL to enable the most  
talented music students from the leading 
conservatories in the United States to attend 
the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY.  
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Dear Music Lovers
The LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY is a unique and
exceptional Summer Academy for young, highly talented
musicians from around the globe who are introduced
to the mysteries of modern and contemporary works.

The great composer and conductor Pierre Boulez founded the
LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY 14 years ago. In the summer  
of 2016 a new chapter in the Academy’s history was opened.  
The German composer Wolfgang Rihm took on overall artistic 
directorship of the LUCERNE FESTIVALACADEMY and is 
supported by Matthias Pintscher as Principal Conductor.

This year’s gala fundraising event is being held in honor of
Walter B. Kielholz in gratitude for his tireless commitment in
the philanthropical and cultural realms and also for his dedication
in the worlds of finance and business. Walter B. Kielholz is a
visionary who has contributed significantly to LUCERNE
FESTIVAL’s international standing.

We would be delighted to have you join our elegant gala
fundraising event honoring Walter B. Kielholz, and we welcome 
your participation, whether you choose individual seating or a 
table. It is indeed thanks to your support and commitment  
that we, the American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL, will be able 
to provide the financial assistance to enable exceptionally talented 
young musicians from the United States to attend the wold-
renowned LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY in the summer of 2017.

EDITORIAL

Almost one-third of 
the outstanding 

young musicians 
attending the 

LUCERNE FESTIVAL 
ACADEMY are 

graduates of the 
United States’ 

most-esteemed mu-
sic conservatories, 
and the American 

Friends of LUCERNE 
FESTIVAL is very   

proud  to help 
facilitate their 

studies in Lucerne, 
Switzerland.

Dr. iur. Hubert Achermann
Chairman of the Board 
LUCERNE FESTIVAL and Foundation 
Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL

Valentina Rota
Director of Development 
American Friends of LUCERNE 
FESTIVAL

Alan B. Vickery
Chairman of the Board  
American Friends of LUCERNE 
FESTIVAL

Michael Haefliger
Executive and Artistic Director
LUCERNE FESTIVAL
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Learning from the 
masters: Academy 
students rehearse  

with Heinz Holliger.  
©Priska Ketterer / LUCERNE FESTIVAL

A perfect debut: Riccardo 
Chailly has been helming 
the LUCERNE FESTIVAL 
ORCHESTRA since 2016.
©Priska Ketterer / LUCERNE FESTIVAL

INTRODUCING LUCERNE FESTIVAL
LUCERNE FESTIVAL is one of the most prestigious festivals 
worldwide – and has been so for over 75 years. Three times 
per year, stars of classical music from across the world 
meet on the shores of idyllic Lake Lucerne, in the very 
heart of Switzerland, and together they celebrate music: 
from famous orchestras and legendary conductors to 
virtuoso soloists. 

The Summer Festival is the largest of the three annual festivals: 
in just four weeks you can experience more than 100 events, 
among them some 30 symphony concerts. Every year since 2003 
it has been launched by the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA, 
which Claudio Abbado founded in 2003. Starting in the summer 
of 2016, Riccardo Chailly began helming this splendid ensemble 
comprising internationally acclaimed soloists, chamber 
musicians, teachers, and members of the Mahler Chamber 
Orchestra. With the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY, which  
was founded in 2003 by Pierre Boulez and which was led for  
the first time in the summer of 2016 by Wolfgang Rihm, the 
Festival offers its own master school for new music where highly 
talented young musicians from all over the world dedicate 
themselves exclusively to the performance of works from the  
20th and 21st centuries. Other events at the Festival involve  
one or two composers-in-residence and “artistes étoiles” who 
present their work in a variety of contexts. Each summer is 
devoted to a specific theme that governs the choice of works  
that are programmed. Through such innovative event formats  
as the 40min series of short concerts, LUCERNE FESTIVAL is 
forging new paths and opening access toward a wider range of 
audiences. 

Established in 1988, the Easter Festival takes place each spring 
two weeks before Easter and runs through Palm Sunday, with  
a special focus given to sacred music, whether in the “Salle 
blanche” of the KKL or in concerts performed in the atmospheric 
setting of Lucerne’s churches. The youngest of the three 
festivals, the Piano Festival, has been taking place every year  
in November since 1998. Celebrated keyboard virtuosos and 
emerging stars come to Lucerne for nine days to perform 
recitals, symphonic concerts featuring the piano, and chamber 
music. And the Piano Off-Stage Festival complements the 
classical programming with lingering nights of jazz in Lucerne’s 
finest bars. 

LUCERNE FESTIVAL

Music that sounds like 
its composers imagined 

it. Musicians who 
dedicate themselves to 

their craft with devotion 
and passion. Audiences 

who immerse them- 
selves in a world of 

sound far removed from 
the stress of daily life. 
LUCERNE FESTIVAL is 

what makes all this 
possible – and it has 

been doing so for more 
than 75 years.
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LEADERSHIP TABLE 
$ 30,000 

 Support two students!

PATRON SEAT
$750  

Distributed among 
all participating students!

American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL

Thanks to the American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL, 
the Festival and the Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL  
have gained an international standing. The non-profit 
organization was founded in 2002 in New York.

A complete list of the benefits and special offers that come
with membership – especially our events in the United States as
well as those relating to the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY – can
be found on our homepage.
You do not have to participate in the gala fundraising event to
become a member of the American Friends. Your contribution in
the amount of the pertinent table category also goes toward a
membership if you cannot be present at this event.

Board of Directors of the American Friends of LUCERNE
FESTIVAL:
– Alan B. Vickery, Chairman
– Dr. iur. Hubert Achermann
– Yefim Bronfman
– Stanley Bergman
– Beatrice Ducrot
– Mike T. Foley
– Michael Haefliger
– Richard Matlaga (Treasurer and Secretary)
– Cynthia Sculco

Valentina Rota, Director of Development

The American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL is a 501(c)(3)
charitable organization, and your donation is tax deductible to 
the extent permitted by applicable law.

The American Friends
of LUCERNE FESTIVAL

see their mission
as enabeling the most

talented music 
students from the

leading conservatories
in the United States to

attend the LUCERNE
FESTIVAL ACADEMY

20 to 30 seats | Invitations to events in NYC and Lucerne
Branding opportunity: acknowledgment / logo on Gala Event
Co-sponsorship needs to be confirmed by 31 March 2017
–  Invitations for your guests, acknowledgment / logo on Gala Event  

program, acknowledgment / logo on the American Friends of 
LUCERNE FESTIVAL website

Table of 12 people the most prominent location
Acknowledgment in the Gala Event invitations*
Acknowledgment in the Gala Event program
*Purchase of table / donation needs to be confirmed by 31 March 2017

Table of 10 people centrally located
Acknowledgment in the Gala Event invitations*
Acknowledgment in the Gala Event program
*Purchase of table / donation needs to be confirmed by 31 March 2017

Table of 10 people
Acknowledgment in the Gala Event invitations*
Acknowledgment in the Gala Event program
*Purchase of table / donation needs to be confirmed by 31 March 2017

A maximum of 4 seats can be acquired
(PRICE PER SEAT)

A list of all benfits can be found on www.lucernefestival.ch/en/ 
partners-and-friends/american-friends/tablecategories

PRICING DETAILS

CO-SPONSOR OF THE GALA  
FUNDRAISING EVENT  

$ 40,000 – $ 60,000

BENEFACTOR TABLE
$ 15,000

Support one student!

PREMIERE TABLE
$ 10,000

Support the artistic program 
 and travel costs of one student!

http://www.lucernefestival.ch/en/partners-and-friends/american-friends/tablecategories
http://www.lucernefestival.ch/en/partners-and-friends/american-friends/tablecategories

