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Vontobel is a proud partner of the American Friends
of LUCERNE FESTIVAL, represented by Vontobel Asset
Management Inc. and Vontobel Swiss Wealth Advisors AG.
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WELCOME

Dear Guests
Acknowledgments
The fifteenth Gala Fundraising Event of the American Friends
of LUCERNE FESTIVAL has been organized with generous support from

Lead Sponsor of the Gala Event

Co-Sponsors of the Gala Event

Almost one-third of
the outstanding
young musicians
attending the
LUCERNE FESTIVAL
ACADEMY are
graduates of the
United States’
most-esteemed
music conservatories, and the
American Friends of
LUCERNE FESTIVAL
is very proud to
help facilitate their
studies in Lucerne,
Switzerland.

The LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY is a unique and
exceptional Summer Academy for young, highly talented
musicians from around the globe who are introduced
to the mysteries of modern and contemporary works.
The great composer and conductor Pierre Boulez founded the
LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY 14 years ago. In the summer of 2016
a new chapter in the Academy’s history was opened. The German
composer Wolfgang Rihm took on overall artistic directorship
of the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY and is supported by Matthias
Pintscher as Principal Conductor.
This year’s gala fundraising event is being held in honor of
Walter B. Kielholz in gratitude for his tireless commitment in
the philanthropical and cultural realms and also for his dedication
in the worlds of finance and business. Walter B. Kielholz is a
visionary who has contributed significantly to LUCERNE
FESTIVAL’s international standing.
We are delighted that you decided to join our elegant Gala
Fundraising Event honoring Walter B. Kielholz. It is indeed thanks
to your support and commitment that we, the American Friends
of LUCERNE FESTIVAL, will be able to provide the financial
assistance to enable exceptionally talented young musicians from
the United States to attend the world-renowned LUCERNE
FESTIVAL ACADEMY in the summer of 2017.

Dinner Chairs
BOIES SCHILLER FLEXNER LLP | Carl F. Bucherer | The Kovner Foundation |
KPMG LLP | Mc Kinsey and RMS | Roche | Henry Schein Inc. |
Alan and Christine Vickery
Dinner Patrons
James Capalino and Carlin Vickery | Laurie Cronin |
Beatrice Ducrot | Edmund Frank and Eustacia Su |
Steve and Keiko Kaplan | Cynthia Sculco
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We hope you have an unforgettable and unique evening in the
company of LUCERNE FESTIVAL.

Alan B. Vickery
Chairman of the Board
American Friends of LUCERNE
FESTIVAL

Dr. iur. Hubert Achermann
Chairman of the Board
LUCERNE FESTIVAL and Foundation
Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL

Michael Haefliger
Executive and Artistic Director
LUCERNE FESTIVAL

Valentina Rota
Director of Development
American Friends of LUCERNE
FESTIVAL
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AMERICAN FRIENDS

American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL
Contributions to the
American Friends of
LUCERNE FESTIVAL
are collected
annually at a Gala
Fundraising Event
and the donor
automatically
becomes a Friend of
LUCERNE FESTIVAL.

Thanks to the American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL,
the Festival and the Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL
have gained an international standing. The non-profit
organization was founded in 2002 in New York.
A complete list of the benefits and special oﬀers that come
with membership – especially our events in the United States
as well as those relating to the LUCERNE FESTIVAL – can be
found on our homepage.
You do not have to participate in the gala fundraising event to
become a member of the American Friends. Your contribution in
the amount of the pertinent table category also goes toward a
membership if you cannot be present at this event.
Board of Directors of the American Friends of LUCERNE
FESTIVAL:
– Alan B. Vickery, Chairman
– Richard Matlaga (Treasurer and Secretary)
– Dr. iur. Hubert Achermann
– Stanley Bergman
– Yefim Bronfman
– Beatrice Ducrot
– Mike T. Foley
– Michael Haefliger
– Cynthia Sculco
Valentina Rota, Director of Development
The American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL is a 501(c)(3)
charitable organization, and your donation is tax deductible
to the extent permitted by applicable law.
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SCHEDULE OF THE EVENING

ARTISTS

Program
Cocktails at 6.30 pm
Welcome and Private Concert at 7.30 pm
●

●

Alan B. Vickery, Chairman of the American Friends
of LUCERNE FESTIVAL
Michael Haefliger, Executive and Artistic Director
of LUCERNE FESTIVAL

Musicians of the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY:
Rosie Gallagher transverse flute | Michelle Ross violin |
Imri Talgam harpsichord
Josh Henderson, Marina Kifferstein, Lavinia Pavlish, and
Claudia Schaer violin | Dana Kelley viola | Michael Katz cello |
Doug Balliett double bass
Matthias Pintscher conductor
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685−1750)
Brandenburg Concerto No. 5 in D major, BWV 1050
● Allegro
● Affettuoso
● Allegro
Dinner at 8.15 pm
Award Ceremony and Acknowledgments at 9 pm
●
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Dr. iur. Hubert Achermann, Chairman of LUCERNE FESTIVAL 		
and Foundation Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL

MATTHIAS PINTSCHER

has been closely associated with the LUCERNE FESTIVAL
ACADEMY since 2016 as its Principal Conductor. Born
in 1971 in Marl in North Rhine-Westphalia, he regards
composing and conducting as complementary spheres
of his artistic work. He studied composition with
Giselher Klebe and Manfred Trojahn; Hans Werner
Henze was also among his mentors, as was Peter Eötvös, who additionally
taught him conducting. Pintscher quickly advanced to become one of the
most successful composers of his generation: his music theater works
Thomas Chatterton and L’Espace dernier received their premieres at the
Dresden Semperoper and the Opéra National de Paris, respectively, and his
orchestral works have been premiered by the Berlin and New York Philharmonics, the Philharmonia Orchestra, the London Philharmonic, and the
Cleveland Orchestra. Pintscher commands a wide repertoire as a conductor,
with a special focus on works of the 19th and 20th centuries. He has conducted such ensembles as the Berlin Philharmonic, the Cleveland Orchestra,
the New York and Los Angeles Philharmonics, the Bavarian Radio Symphony
Orchestra, the Staatskapelle Berlin, the Mahler Chamber Orchestra, and the
Orchestra dell’Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia; he is closely associated with the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra as artist-in-association.
In 2013 Pintscher began his tenure as Music Director of the Ensemble
intercontemporain in Paris, with whom he undertook an Asian tour in the
2016-17 season. The Hamburg Elbphilharmonie presented him as composer-in-residence and artist in focus during its inaugural season. In this
capacity he performed there with the Orchestra of the LUCERNE FESTIVAL
ACADEMY, and in April 2017 the NDR Elbphilharmonie Orchestra under
Christoph Eschenbach gave the premiere of his new work Shirim. Matthias
Pintscher teaches composition at the Juilliard School in New York.
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Musicians from the
LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY
DOUG BALLIETT is a composer, instrumentalist, and poet based
in New York City. The New York Times has described his poetry as
“brilliant and witty,” his bass playing as “elegant.” By participating
in the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY for four times (2006-07, 2009,
and 2011), he proved to be a tireless performer of new music. Today,
he is professor of historic basses at the Juilliard School. With a constant stream of commissions, a weekly show on New York Public
Radio, and nearly 200 performances per year, Doug Balliett has
been identified as an emerging voice for his generation.

Australian flutist ROSIE GALLAGHER earned her bachelor’s
degree from the Juilliard School in 2010 and her master’s degree
from the Royal Academy of Music in 2015, where she studied with
flutists Michael Cox and Robert Langevin. She has performed under
renowned conductors at Carnegie Hall, Royal Festival Hall, and Alice Tully Hall, and, as an orchestral musician, has frequently performed with both the Sydney Symphony Orchestra and the Australian Opera and Ballet Orchestra. A current fellow of Carnegie Hall
Ensemble Connect, she performed as principle flutist of the New
York String Orchestra Seminar in 2013 and 2014.

JOSH HENDERSON is enjoying a multi-faceted career as a
cross-genre violinist, violist, and composer. He participated at the
LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY in 2015 and has further performed
as soloist with ensembles including the Cincinnati Chamber
Orchestra, the China Broadcasting Performing Arts Troupe, and the
Starling Chamber Orchestra. As a freelance musician, he has
worked with popular artists such as Chris Brown, The Sugar Hill
Gang, David Byrne, and Courtney Love. He is a regular member of
the ensembles Contemporaneous, Warp Trio, and Alkali. His compositions include a full length ballet for Caliince Dance Company.
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Born in Tel Aviv, cellist MICHAEL KATZ received his bachelor’s
degree from the New England Conservatory, his master’s degree
from the Juilliard School, and a Doctor of Music at SUNY Stony
Brook. He has appeared as a soloist and chamber musician across
North America, Europe, Japan, and Israel and has performed with
such artists as Itzhak Perlman, Midori, Anthony Marwood, Donald
Weilerstein, and others. His musicianship has been recognized with
many awards, among them all three prizes at the 2011 Aviv Competition. In 2016 he attended the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY.

Violist DANA KELLEY is a top prizewinner in the Sphinx Competition
and the Irving M. Klein International String Competition. She
received her bachelor’s degree from the Blair School of Music at
Vanderbilt University and her master’s degree at the New England
Conservatory. She is the violist of the Argus Quartet, which is
the Juilliard Graduate Resident String Quartet for 2017−2019, and
has attended festivals such as Ravinia’s Steans Music Institute,
the Schiermonnikoog International Chamber Music Festival, and
Kneisel Hall. In 2016 she attended the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY.

Violinist MARINA KIFFERSTEIN is a founding member of TAK
Ensemble and The Rhythm Method string quartet. She was concertmaster in the Orchestra of the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY,
working with Matthias Pintscher, Pablo Heras Casado, Sir Simon
Rattle, and Pierre Boulez, and toured with Lucerne’s Young Performance Ensemble. She is on the faculty of the Washington Heights
Community Conservatory, the United Nations International School,
and the Composers Conference at Wellesley College, and she holds
degrees from Oberlin and the Manhattan School of Music.

Violinist LAVINIA PAVLISH completed her master’s degree at Juilliard, where she performed as assistant concertmaster of the Juilliard
Orchestra under Alan Gilbert and Jeffrey Kahane, and she participated in the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY in 2015. A member of the
Chamber Orchestra of New York and of the Brooklyn-based band
MacGlidden, she has performed as a soloist with the Cleveland
Orchestra in the education concert series Time Travel and as a chamber musician with Troy Schumacher’s BalletCollective and was a
cofounder and member of The Rhythm Method String Quartet.
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LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY

About the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY
Violinist MICHELLE ROSS, who attended the LUCERNE FESTIVAL
ACADEMY in 2013, is the recipient of a Leonore Annenberg Fellowship and a New Music USA Grant for her compositions. A noted soloist, chamber musician, and guest concertmaster with the Mahler
Chamber Orchestra and with Teodor Currentzis’ musicAeterna, she
is Artistic Director of Music in the Mountains atop Powder Mountain (Utah) and Chamber Music at Eleventh Street Arts (New York
City). She holds a master’s degree in music from Juilliard and a
bachelor’s degree in comparative literature from Columbia University. Teachers include Dorothy DeLay, Itzhak Perlman, Catherine
Cho, and Ronald Copes.

Swiss-Canadian violinist CLAUDIA SCHAER plays recitals throughout Europe and North America and chamber music in festivals such
as England’s Prussia Cove, Denmark’s Thy, and Italy’s Barga (with
members of the Berlin Philharmonic). Her international commitment extends to China, with masterclasses and as Guest Professor
at the Guangxi Arts College. In New York City, she is soloist and
concertmaster with the North/South Ensemble. She received a
Doctor of Musical Arts degree from Stony Brook University and
attended the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY in 2005, 2007, and
2008.

A versatile performer of both contemporary as well as traditional
repertoire, pianist IMRI TALGAM performs both as a soloist and
in collaboration with groups including Ensemble Modern and the
Israeli Contemporary Players. He is the winner of the 11th Concours
International de Piano d’Orléans (2014) and a recent recipient of
the Yvar Mikhashoff Foundation Award (2017). His recent CD includes works by Nancarrow, Kagel, Stockhausen, and Furrer. Imri
Talgam, who participated at the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY in
2012, is a graduate of the Juilliard School and is currently a doctoral
candidate at the CUNY Graduate Center.

12

A Master School
for new music – that is
what the LUCERNE
FESTIVAL ACADEMY
is all about.

Each summer around 130 talented young musicians from
all over the world are given the opportunity to dedicate
themselves to a repertoire that is still all too often
overlooked in the classical music world: the music of the
20 th and 21st centuries. Over a period of three weeks they
immerse themselves in key works of the modern era
through daily rehearsals, workshops, and lessons; they
also study and rehearse brand-new scores, many of them
composed specifically for the Academy, and experiment
with innovative performance formats. The Festival
audience in turn benefits from this unconventional
programming replete with discoveries and surprising
listening experiences.
This internationally unique campus for contemporary music was
founded in 2003 by the French composer and conductor Pierre
Boulez and Festival Executive and Artistic Director Michael
Haefliger. Starting in the summer of 2016 the German composer
Wolfgang Rihm took over as Artistic Director; he is also assisted
by Matthias Pintscher as Principal Conductor. Members of the
Paris-based Ensemble intercontemporain, which specializes
entirely in the performance of contemporary music, are on the
faculty as instrumental teachers and mentors. Other renowned
conductors, composers, and soloists are additionally invited:
including such figures as Peter Eötvös, Alan Gilbert, Heinz
Holliger, Sir Simon Rattle, Anne-Sophie Mutter, and
Patricia Kopatchinskaja. The works on their “curriculum” are
eventually presented to the public in concerts by the Orchestra
of the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY, for which all of the
students join together, as well as on various ensemble programs.
The LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY naturally also encourages
independent artistic initiative on the part of the students and
therefore presents Academy participants in projects they
themselves have developed and in which they venture to explore
connections to other musical forms and styles. It is not only
instrumentalists who benefit from the praxis-oriented training
offered by the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY; this institution is
also a destination for conductors and composers. Each year’s list
of offerings includes a master class in conducting, while the
Roche Young Commissions series provides young composers with
commissions for new works.
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LUCERNE FESTIVAL

About LUCERNE FESTIVAL

Whether it’s Easter,
summer, or late fall,
the Festival takes
place three times
during the course of
the year in Lucerne.
Enjoy the international
stars of classical
music right in the
heart of Switzerland!

A perfect debut: Riccardo
Chailly has been helming
the LUCERNE FESTIVAL
ORCHESTRA since 2016.
© Priska Ketterer / LUCERNE FESTIVAL

The KKL Luzern, designed by
Jean Nouvel: a cathedral
of music and sound, famous
for its phenomenal
Anxy
acoustics and its exquisite
© Pxy
architecture alike.
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LUCERNE FESTIVAL is one of the most prestigious festivals
worldwide – and has been so for over 75 years. Three
times per year stars of classical music from across the world
meet on the shores of idyllic Lake Lucerne, in the very heart
of Switzerland, and together they enjoy a celebration
of music: the famous orchestras, the legendary conductors,
the virtuoso soloists. In the concert hall designed by Jean
Nouvel, which is renowned for its phenomenal acoustics
and its exquisite architecture alike, they encounter an
audience that is no less international and sophisticated.
Some 110,000 visitors annually make the trip to Lucerne.
The Summer Festival is the largest of the three annual festivals:
within a period of just four weeks you can experience more
than 100 events, among them some 30 symphony concerts.
Every year since 2003 it has been launched by the LUCERNE
FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA, which Claudio Abbado founded in 2003.
Since 2016 Riccardo Chailly has helmed this splendid ensemble
comprising internationally acclaimed soloists, chamber
musicians, teachers, and members of the Mahler Chamber
Orchestra and the Filarmonica della Scala. The Festival also
includes its own master school for new music in the form of the
LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY, which was founded by Pierre
Boulez and Festival Director Michael Haefliger and which has
been led by Wolfgang Rihm since 2016. Other events at
the Festival involve one or two composers-in-residence and
“artistes étoiles” who present their work in a variety of contexts.
Each summer is devoted to a specific theme that governs
the choice of works in the programming. Through such
innovative event formats as the 40min series of short concerts,
LUCERNE FESTIVAL is forging new paths and opening the
way toward a wider range of audiences.
Established in 1988, the Easter Festival takes place each spring
two weeks before Easter and runs through Palm Sunday, with
a special focus given to sacred music, whether in the “Salle blanche”
of the KKL or through concerts in the atmospheric ambience of
Lucerne’s churches. The youngest of the three festivals, the Piano
Festival, has been taking place every year in November since 1998.
Celebrated keyboard virtuosos and emerging stars come to Lucerne
for nine days to perform recitals, concerts of piano music, and
chamber music. And Piano “Off-Stage” complements the classical
programming with long nights of jazz in Lucerne’s finest bars.
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Great Britain
London

Poland

Berlin

Warsaw

Germany

ABOUT THE CITY

Prague

Paris

Vienna

France

Czech
Republic

Austria

Lucerne
Madrid

The city, the lake, the mountains – Lucerne offers a
plethora of cultural events and a true taste of nature.
And it is a city with tradition: already during the
Roman period or even earlier, a small settlement was
located at the outlet of Lake Lucerne. The Monastery
of St. Leodegar was founded in the 8th century.
Today, Lucerne is far more than a Canton or a city in Switzerland. It is one of the most charming places in Switzerland
and offers extraordinary experiences in terms of culture and
nature. And it is also known for its landmarks: the Chapel
Bridge, the Water Tower, the impressive Lion Monument,
beautiful churches, and the picturesque old town. The city
also offers numerous museums, including the Rosengart
Collection displaying works by Pablo Picasso and Paul Klee,
the Lucerne Art Museum, and the Richard Wagner Museum
in Tribschen.

Basel
Zurich

Spain

Italy

Rome

Lucerne
Bern

Geneva

Surrounded by an impressive mountain landscape and
Lake Lucerne, the city also offers unforgettable excursions.
These include boat trips on the lake as well as tours to
the nearby mountains, such as the Pilatus, with the world’s
steepest cogwheel railway, or the Rigi, where Europe’s
first mountain railway was installed in 1871.

© Swiss Image

Switzerland lies in
the heart of Europe.
Lucerne can easily
be reached via the
international airports
of Zurich, Geneva,
Basel, and Bern. Zurich
airport is located only
70 km from Lucerne
and can readily be
reached by train or car.
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CONTRIBUTION FORM

Support the American students at
the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY
By making a contribution to the American Friends of
LUCERNE FESTIVAL, a non-profit organization based
in the United States, you will help support its mission to
have a lasting impact in the U.S. by enabling American
students to attend LUCERNE FESTIVAL in Switzerland.
Through your donation you will become part of the international and exclusive circle of the Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL
and will be able to take advantage of such attractive benefits as:
– priority ticket access for top-quality concerts at the Easter, 		
Summer, and Piano Festivals
– invitations to exclusive and private events in New York, 		
Lucerne, and elsewhere in Europe
– invitations to dress rehearsals and exclusive artist interviews
with soloists, conductors, and musicians
– invitations to participate in a private, unique music journey 		
by accompanying the renowned LUCERNE FESTIVAL 		
ORCHESTRA on its international tours

I would like to make the following contribution:
$ 750

$ 1,500

$ 2,250

$ 3,000

$ 10,000

$ 15,000

$ 30,000

$ other

Checks should be made payable to American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL.
American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL | P.O. Box 326 | Chatham, NJ 07928 | United
States of America
The American Friends of LUCERNE FESTIVAL is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization and
your donation is tax deductible to the extent permitted by applicable law.

First name | Last name
Street
City

State

Zip

Business Phone

Home Phone

Mobile

Fax

E-mail
Please find enclosed a check in the amount of $
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